
Overview of Famine Typologies

Famine, Famine Likely, Risk of Famine, 
Catastrophe



IPC is a common global scale to classify food insecurity and malnutrition
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IPC defines famine as an extreme deprivation of food. Starvation, death, destitution, extremely critical levels of
acute malnutrition and mortality are or will likely be evident.

Food Consumption & 
Livelihood Change

At least 20% of the 
population has highly 
inadequate food 
consumption or near 
exhaustion of 
livelihoods

Acute Malnutrition

At least 30% of the 
children are acutely 
malnourished

Mortality

There are at least two 
deaths per 10,000 people 
per day attributed to 
starvation or the 
interaction of food deficits 
and disease

Famine: Definition and Measurement



Severity and magnitude are the same, confidence in findings differ

Famine

Adequate evidence on 
three outcomes

Famine Likely

Limited evidence

Risk of Famine

Statement on reasonable 
probability, not 
necessarily most 
likely scenario

Famine, Famine Likely, Risk of Famine, 
Catastrophe

Catastrophe
q Reference to the number of people facing starvation and destitituton (IPC food security Phase 5)

q Not an Area Classification         The area may or may not be in Famine

q To be classified in Famine         Requires >20% of the population in IPC Phase 5



Famine Classification: The Process

Famine/Famine 
Likely

Risk of Famine

Catastrophe

Review by Global Famine 
Review Committee

Additional exercise by 
country IPC Technical 
Working Group

Part of regular analysis 
process by country IPC 
Technical Working Group



Information for Action

Famine 
q Urgent large scale humanitarian assistance to avert and prevent further starvation, deaths and malnutrition

Famine Likely
q Urgent large scale humanitarian assistance to avert and prevent further starvation, deaths and malnutrition
q Urgent collection of data to confirm severity and magnitude

Risk of Famine
q Urgent scale up of anticipatory action and preparedness 
q Urgent humanitarian assistance to alleviate severity
q Continuous monitoring

Catastrophe
q Urgent targeted humanitarian assistance to avert and prevent further starvation,            

deaths and malnutrition
q Urgent scale up of anticipatory action and preparedness

ACT NOW !

Anticipatory Action 
should actually take 
place before !



The FSC plays a key role in supporting strategic 
dissemination of IPC/CH findings for response 
analysis, advocacy and decision making

Communicating Famine

From the onset of a food 
crisis to prevent deterioration



Thank You !


