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Dr. Julia Steets is currently Director of the Global Public Policy Institute. Her recent work 

focuses on humanitarian assistance, innovation in development, governance, monitoring and 

evaluation and multi-sectoral partnerships. Dr. Steets has lead a number of global evaluations 

including the 2010 Cluster Approach II Evaluation and provides advice to DG ECHO on a 

number of humanitarian issues including cluster financing. Julia Steets has a PhD in social 

sciences and a Masters in public administration. 

James Darcy is a well known expert in international relief and development and was Director 

of the Humanitarian Policy Group at ODI between 2004 and 2010. He has published 

extensively on issues such as risk management and fragile states, food security assessment 

practice and conflict and social protection – and has lead a number of humanitarian evaluations 

including a recent inter-agency real time evaluation of the drought response in Somalia. Mr. 

Darcy is a lawyer with a Master of Arts in classics and philosophy. 

Pierre Leguene is a senior consultant in international development and humanitarian aid, with 

over 15 years experience in technical (food security & livelihoods) assistance and programme 

management. He has a strong research and assessment background and has participated and 

lead a number of strategic evaluations for UN, NGO and donor agencies.  Mr. Leguene has a 

Masters equivalent in international agricultural development.  

Dr. Lioba Weingartner is a senior freelance consultant with a technical specialization and 

experience in food and nutrition security, rural development, resilience, gender and rights 

based approaches. She is a senior trainer, including as a trainer of Sphere Standards on Food 

Security and Nutrition and has lead and participated in many evaluations in humanitarian 

assistance, LRRD (linking relief, rehabilitation and development) and development 

cooperation.  Lioba Weingartner has a PhD in nutritional sciences. 

 


